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Many of you have emailed me to share your experiences and 
thoughts this past week as you prepare for Distance Learning on 
Monday April 6. I appreciate hearing all about it. One common 
thread that stood out to me in all of your stories is the anxiety that 
comes with our new reality.  
 
I want to send these words of reassurance, encouragement and 
support. As a school, a district, and a community, we are here to 
support you as we navigate through these uncharted waters. There are 
many talented individuals in this school and district to help you 
navigate the platform you’ve been selected to use. Please reach out to 
our school and each other as we begin our new reality.  
 
It is important to take this first weekly slowly. If last week was any 
indication, there will be issues with Schoology or Seesaw. There will 
be issues with Wi-Fi connections. There will be issues with the 
iPads…and that is okay. We will figure it out as a community and 
overcome these issues. You’ve got this, we’re here, together. 
 
As we begin full implementation of Distance Learning, here are some 
tips for parents and students to make the most of this time apart: 

1. Rest time is important for everyone—take a nap 
whenever you feel tired. It will boost your immune system. 

2. Use of gadgets promotes learning—avoid excessive use as 
this results in poor health. 

3. TV is a great source of entertainment—but try watching 
educational programs. 

4. Physical activities promote good health in you—but for 
now don’t step out and play indoor games. 

5. Helping your parents will make you happy—assist them 
as much as you can. 

6. Establish rituals and routines—having a schedule will 
help you accomplish what’s needed to be successful during 
Distance Learning. 

7. Keep praying for the sick people around the world—and 
assist those in need when possible. 

 
Stay Safe,  
Principal Thao 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 

Principal Lee Thao Happening Around the School 

Good News Call. At Battle Creek Elementary there are six 
character words that we want our students to exhibit. They are: 
Friendly, Kind, Honest, Helpful, Hopeful, and Hardworking. 
Students are nominated by staff when they notice a student 
exhibiting one or more characters in the school. Benjamin 
Jackson was nominated by Ms. Luciano. Ms. Luciano stated, 
“Benjamin gave the student next to him his blue paper because 
she wanted it. He is a great friend.” Congratulations Benjamin! 
 
 

Good News Call. At Battle Creek Elementary there are six 
character words that we want our students to exhibit. They are: 
Friendly, Kind, Honest, Helpful, Hopeful, and Hardworking. 
Students are nominated by staff when they notice a student 
exhibiting one or more characters in the school. Aubrie Laducer 
was nominated by Nurse Bridget. Nurse Bridget stated that 
Aubrie is always helpful delivering papers to students and 
teachers. She is also very kind and friendly. Congratulations 
Aubrie! 

 

Greetings BCE Staff, Students and 
Families,  
 
I hope you and your family are doing 
well during these unprecedented times. 
I hope you were able to take some time 
to decompress and spend it with your 
loved ones during spring break while 
practicing social distancing and stay-
at-home.   
 

Distance Learning Link: 
The link below will answer a lot of your questions regarding 
Distance Learning in St. Paul Public Schools. It will also provide 
links for technology support and meal services.  
 
https://www.spps.org/distancelearning?fbclid=IwAR11Jrc
49unwUVs6EIZHkdN-xJUXswkdz4Tgi-
wwOmmqFXP6bJUofUwXL14  
 
 



 

 

 

Students enrolled in SPPS Pre-Kindergarten and Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) programs will be provided regular instruction 
using Seesaw and resources from the School Home Partners in Learning program, which are available in multiple languages. 

Distance Learning for this grade level relies on the interaction between children, caregivers and carefully chosen materials. Teachers will 
provide resources for up to 2.5 hours of daily instruction in Seesaw.  

Families may check in with the teacher daily or weekly depending on arrangements made by an individual family and their teacher. This 
check-in may be done using Seesaw (video, comment, photo), email or U.S. mail. 

In Seesaw, teachers will post at least one daily learning experience from each of five parts of the Early Childhood Workshop model. 
Caregivers will visit each part of the workshop one time per day with the student. 

Students receiving Early Childhood Special Education services will have learning activities tailored to their IFSP and IEP goals including 
consulting with caregivers on implementing strategies during daily routines.  

 

 
 
 

 

Assignments 

Assignments will be available daily at your school’s 
regular start time, 7:30 a.m. 

• K-2 Students: Teachers will post your daily 
assignments in Seesaw 

• Grade 3-5 Students: Teachers will post your daily 
assignments in Schoology  

A typical day for an elementary school student 
participating in SPPS Distance Learning is between 2-2.5 
hours total. The time students will typically spend online 
during a school day is 1-2 hours total.  

Attendance 

Attendance will be taken when students respond in 
Seesaw (K-2) or Schoology (3-5) to the daily “Morning 
Welcome” post from their classroom teacher. Students are 
required to respond to the daily “Morning Welcome” 
message. 

• K-2 Students: Will post their response to the 
Morning Welcome message in Seesaw. 

• Grade 3-5 Students: Will post their response to 
the Morning Welcome message in Schoology.  

 
 

 

Expectations for Pre-K and Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) in Distance Learning 
 

Grades K-5 in Distance Learning  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Students with Individual Education Plans (IEP) or Individual Family 
Service Plan (IFSP) and 504 Plans 

SPPS will ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, each student with a 
disability will be provided the special education and related services identified 
in the student’s IEP or IFSP developed under Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), or a plan developed under Section 504. (34 CFR §§ 
300.101 and 300.201 (IDEA), and 34 CFR § 104.33 (Section 504)). 

In a Distance Learning environment, special education services and 504 
supports may include a combination of options below: 

• Co-teaching and designing assignments with general education 
teachers 

• Adapting and/or modifying general education assignments to meet 
student needs 

• Providing adaptive online assignments  
• Scheduling time to connect via a telecommunication system with 

students about  assignments 
• Providing direct instructional and therapeutic service to students via 

a telecommunication system 
• Developing choice boards for students to work on goals  
• Providing regular email communications to families to support 

student special educational needs.  
• Special Ed. IEP Team or 504 meetings with families will be done 

virtually. Trained interpreters will be available to support 
communication with families. 

Special Education Supervisors and Coaches will be supporting special 
education staff when designing and supporting Distance Learning plans for 
students in special education. 

For more information, visit the Office of Specialized Services website. 

 

Special Education  



 


